Nicolo Machiaveli

The Prologue of comedy Clizya:

“The idea of writing comedies is to be useful for public and to make them fun. It is very useful for everyone to see some miser, or someone who is mad of love, or cheating of slaves and servants, or some lazy glutton. But, as writers of comedies want to make people laugh and make them fun, they can not reach it if they use formal and solemn language because for making laugh you need words of love, pejorative words, or fulish words. According that writers need to realise stupid persons, quarrelsome persons and persons who are in love.”

This principle of Mchiavelli’s  poetics of comedy is the main principle for all reanissance  authors of comedy. Actually it was principle of Roman poet Horacy who had defined it in his work “Letter to Pisons”. This principle was accepted in renaissance but it was adapted for separate literary types. As many other authors Machiavelli also had formaulated and defined this principle on explicit way in prologue of his comedy Clizia. He realised this in comedies Clizia and Mandragola.

Marin Drzic, renaissance poet from Dubrovnik, persistently take this Machiavelli’s principle. It can be seen in many of his comedies, but what is more import he also explicitly defined it in prologue of his the best comedy Dundo Maroje ( Unkl Maroye).    

